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Love Your Brother or Else
I John 3:10b-15

Introduction: 

The only way a child of God may be manifested is by doing righteousness.
But how do we recognize that righteousness?
1. Brotherly love

2. Based on mutual faith in Christ.

1 John 3:23
“A﻿nd this is His commandment: that we should (1) believe on the name of His Son Jesus Christ ﻿﻿and (2) love one another, as He gave ﻿﻿us commandment”.
New Subject is Love                 Noun               Verb

  1 John 1:1 – 3:9                   3x                    4x
              1 John 3:10b – 4:21            14x                  21x
I. Relation to God - 3:10b-12

A. The Statement - 3:10

1. Whoever does not do righteousness, is not of God.
            Not “practice” as the NKJV.
John moves from the general word Righteous to a more specific act of righteousness – “loving his brother”.
2. Whoever does not “love his brother” is not of God.

The question in this verse is: “What does ‘of God’ mean?”
One View: “not a child of God, i.e. not saved”.

“Anyone who does not do what is right is not a child of God; nor is anyone who does not love his brother” (NIV).
Some other uses of the phrase: “of God (or something)”

Acts 5:38-39
“if this plan or this work is of men, it will come to nothing; ﻿but if it is of God, you cannot overthrow it…” 
Translation: “If God is behind it, it cannot be defeated”.
Acts 11:2

“And when Peter came up to Jerusalem, ﻿﻿those of the circumcision contended with him…” - the circumcision party was behind them”.
Galatians 3:12 

﻿“The law is not of faith…” - the law is not based on faith; or - Faith is not behind it”.
So, John is saying that the action of this one (not loving his brother) is not based on God and does not have His approval; or – God is not behind him.
Note: the more general offense (not doing righteousness) can be committed by either saved or unsaved.
The specific offense (loving the brother) can be committed only by a saved person.
B. The Reason - 3:11

We have been commanded to love one another.
1. The command was given by Jesus, Himself.

John 13:34
“A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as I have loved you, that you also love one another”.
2. The command was given to believers only.

“The command was given only after Judas had left the room. (13:30). Having received the piece of bread, he [Judas] then went out immediately. And it was night”.
“So, this admonition is directed by John to believers, since only believers have brothers to love.

3. This command was from the beginning.

John is not giving a new command. (2:7)
C. The Example - 3:12

He uses a classic example – Cain and Abel (Genesis 4:1-15).

Note: these are real brothers – physically
John is applying it to real brothers - spiritually

Cain was of the wicked one. His act was from Satanic influence. Satan was a murderer from the beginning (John. 8:44).
The reason given for the murder: His works were evil, His brother’s righteous.



(This line sets us up for the next verse.)
II. Reaction from The World - 3:13

A. It Is Expected
“Don’t marvel” – it is inevitable.

Brother to brother hatred is inconsistent.
The world’s hatred is expected. Why? Their deeds are evil, ours are righteous.

B. It Was Predicted - Jesus warned us
John 15:18-19 - 
“If the world hates you, you know that it hated Me before it hated you. ﻿﻿If you were of the world, the world would love its own. Yet ﻿﻿because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, therefore the world hates you”
III. Remaining With Eternal Life – 3:14-15

A. Loving the Brothers – 3:14

“We know that we have passed from death to life”
Sounds like John 5:24

﻿“Most assuredly, I say to you, ﻿﻿he who hears My word and believes in Him who sent Me has everlasting life, and shall not come into judgment, ﻿﻿but has passed from death into life”
1. John is speaking of believers.

You cannot love your brother until you have a brother to love. 

2. The “knowing” does not refer to assurance of salvation.
a. Assurance of salvation is based on the testimony of God - 1 John 5:9-13.
b. The word “know” refers to a direct and immediate knowledge of their   passage from death to life through loving the brothers.
Question: When did God know that Abraham loved Him?

1. Before he obeyed 

or 

2. Only after he obeyed

Example: Abraham offering Isaac

God told Abraham to offer his son on Mount Moriah and he almost did. But just before he killed him…

Genesis 22:12

“And He (God) said, ﻿﻿“Do not lay your hand on the lad, or do anything to him; for ﻿﻿now I know that you fear God, since you have not ﻿﻿withheld your son, your only son, from Me.” 

God already knew this before Abraham did anything. Now He knows it in a different way, as a manifested reality.

c. The Greek word “" can mean understand, recognize, experience.
Either of these words will give the proper meaning to this passage.
We recognize that we have passed from death to life when we love the brothers. It is direct immediate knowledge.

The ultimate knowledge is from the testimony of God.
Since John wants his readers to “have fellowship” with the apostolic circle (1:3), it is obvious that he wants them to share this same experiential knowledge of “life” which they possess as children of God.

3. The one not loving abides in death.

Many have a knee-jerk reaction to the word “death”. It must mean he is unsaved.

However, the word-group, die, dead, death has a wide range of meanings:

In English we say:

   My hopes have died.

   He talked me to death.

   That street is a dead end.
Greek has the same wide range:

Abraham’s body was already dead.

The deadness of Sarah’s womb.

Put to death your old man.

The widow who lives in pleasure is dead while she lives.

Paul, speaking of his early Christian experience said in Romans 7:9-11
﻿“I was alive once without the law, but when the commandment came, sin revived and I died. ﻿And the commandment, ﻿﻿which was to bring life, I found to bring death. For sin, taking occasion by the commandment, deceived me, and by it killed me”.
So, it is possible for a Christian to abide in death in the sense that he has lost touch with the experience of God’s life.

B. Hating the Brothers – 3:15

1. The brother-hater is a murderer.

It is not physical murder. You could not be convicted in a human court. But in God’s eyes it is murder.

2. The murderer does not have eternal life abiding in him.

The person who hates his brother is no better than Cain. He is a murderer. Not physically but spiritually.
The spirit of hatred is that we want to be rid of the brother and would not really care if he were dead.
Notice what he does not say:

The murderer does not have eternal life.

Someday in the kingdom, someone is going to ask John, “What did you mean when you said that a murderer does not have eternal life.

David was a murderer. He certainly had eternal life.
John will reply, “I never said that. What I said was that a murderer does not have eternal life abiding in him.”

So, what does John mean?

For John, abiding is a two-way street. Jesus said, “Abide in Me and I in you”.
If we are abiding in darkness of hatred, we are not abiding in Him, therefore, eternal life is not abiding in us.

Note: In I John 5:20 we read that Christ, Himself, is eternal life. 
So, to say that a man does not have eternal life abiding in him is the same as saying that he does not have Christ abiding in him.

Although eternal life is the possession of every believer in Christ (I John 5:1), Hatred of one’s brother reflects the spirit of a murderer who is “abiding” in the realm of death where all vital experience with God’s life is lost. … Zane Hodges, en loc
Conclusion:

Now, my brothers and sisters let me ask you a question:

Do you hate you brother or sister in Christ?

If you do you are not abiding in Christ and He is not abiding in you, neither is His eternal life.

{Not Part of the Sermon}

The “we” - “you” – “they” combination
1st person - We/us = the apostles

2nd person - You = the readers

3rd person – They/them = the antichrists

1 John 2:19-20
“They went out from us, but they were not of us; for ﻿﻿if they had been of us, they would have continued with us; but they went out ﻿﻿that they might be made manifest, that none of them were of us. But ﻿﻿you have an anointing ﻿﻿from the Holy One, and ﻿﻿you ﻿﻿know all things. I have not written to you because you do not know the truth, but because you know it, and that no lie is of the truth. 
1 John 4:4-6
“You are of God, little children, and have overcome them, because He who is in you is greater than ﻿﻿he who is in the world. They are of the world. Therefore they speak as of the world, and ﻿﻿the world hears them. We are of God. He who knows God hears us; he who is not of God does not hear us. ﻿﻿By this we know the spirit of truth and the spirit of error”
I John 3:13-14
In the Greek text the last word in verse 13 “world”. The first word in verse 14 is “we”. John is contrasting the two words.

The world (the antichrists) hate you (the readers).

The antichrists speak out of the world

